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ation of these trophies there is probably gross ex-
aggeration, but there is no reason to doubt the
truth of the main fact that a very great victory
was won. The moral effect of it was far more
important than all the gain in treasure. The al-
lies of Sardinia at once sent. presents and tribute
to Tiglathpileser, and the entire Syrian country
was once more opened to Assyrian invasion with-
out fear of opposition from Urartu. There is a
curious parallel in all this to the resistance offered
by Damascus and its allies to Shalrnaneser II.1 As
soon as the alliance which Ben-Hadad II had
formed lost its oohesiveness Syria was speedily
ravaged by Shalinaneser.' In the latter case *i
most promising alliance had been formed under
the leadership of Sarduris. If i,he selfish commer-
cial interests of the Phoenicians could have been
laid aside, and if the Syrian states had once more
heartily united, the Assyrians would have been
easily overcome and the west saved from all im-
mediate danger of Assyrian invasion. But these
petty unions, which dissolved after the striking of
one blow, were more harmful than useful. By
them the Assyrians were only maddened, and their
natural thirst for booty and commercial expansion
increased to a passion. The cities which partici-
pated in the alliances were ruthlessly destroyed
in revenge, and fertile countries laid waste.

In the next year (742 B. C.) Tiglathpileser, free

1 See above, pp. 78-80.